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Preserving and protecting the
Yellow Dog River
watershed for the benefit of
present and future

generations
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This issue is dedicated to Julie Cote, a true
river spirit who will remain with us through
time.

Photos on front cover by Emily Whittaker. Photos on back cover by Chauncey Moran.



2008-2009 Board of Directors

From left to right: Bill Kinjorski-Director of
Fundraising, Jan Zender-Director of Zoning and
Land Use, Sara Drury (Secretary), Lorin Lardie
(Chairman), Ben Kent-Director of Education/
Outreach, Lynn Roovers (Treasurer), Chauncey
Moran (Vice-Chair/Director of Water Quality)

Not Pictured: Gale Hausfeld-Director of
Community Relations, Marcia Gonstead-Director
of Conservation Planning

From the Chairman

Summer is gone, it seemed so short, but winter is around the corner. With the snow and short days it’s time to
reflect. The summer was a busy one; with the help of our partners and friends we were able to keep Kennecott Mining
from breaking ground on the Yellow Dog Plains. The fight is now in Lansing, so we are free to get back to our original
tasks; that being monitoring the river, educating the public on our magnificent water resources, and how to protect and
insure the quality of that resource.

We are planning many activities for this winter and next summer. Our activities will be fun and educational.
Watch our website for dates and times. In the mean time, check out our re-designed newsletter, meet our new faces, and
enjoy the updates.
-Lorin Lardie, Chairman of the Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve

Nine years ago I thought I had found paradise. It was my very
first day as a new resident in Marquette when I hopped in my car and New to the Board
“discovered” County Road 550. I drove the road in awe and wonder, Welcome Marcia Gonstead!
not knowing where it would lead me. It twisted and turned me over ’

rivers and streams and eventually landed me at the gate of the Huron
Mountain Club, I turned around at that gate vowing that I would drive
this road here again.

Now 550 is my daily commute to work at the Garden Bouquet
and Design in Marquette. A few years back I met and eventually
married Sven Gonstead, a Luthier living in Big Bay. The two of us
love this land, these woods and waters; they never disappoint or cease
to amaze us. We feel it is our duty to protect, honor and cherish this
place that we have chosen as our home, a place we feel so lucky to
have found. It is unlike any other.

I am honored to be a board member of the Yellow Dog
Watershed Preserve. I am excited to learn more about this area, its
ecosystems and history, while taking an active roll in its future. It’s
my wish that future generations can come here and find the paradise
that I found.

“I once was lost but now am found, the river cut my track. I
just rolled in from a different town, ain’t ever goin’ back. Sun cuts
through the maples trees, the river brings it back to me. [ used to roam
so easily, gone now’s that part of me. I ... [ know.... that I... gotta go
to Yellow Dog...Yellow Dog Country” (“Yellow Dog” song lyrics by
Sven Gonstead and Cynthia Pryor) -Marcia Gonstead
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From the Desk of Cynthia Pryor

Executive Director

Our organization has been so fortunate in the make-up of a diverse and
engaged Board of Directors, a pro-active and energized staff, and a
wealth of talent from our volunteers. 1 think our ability to remain
plugged-in to our community and land base, has allowed us to be
flexible, mobile and successful through some of the worst circumstances
that a watershed group can experience.

At a recent Sunday afternoon retreat, the YDWP board and staff took a
good long look at our future and have responded with a plan of action,
which I believe demonstrates an exceptional clarity of vision and a :
wonderful reaffirmation of purpose to our goals and values. We will be [
working to promote the following emphasis in our programs:

1. Land Conservation
2. Education and Outreach
3. Water Quality

Land Conservation

We will return our focus to key Land Conservation work which will entail revisiting river zoning; working with river/watershed land
owners in land use concerns; activate conservation initiatives such as easements and conservation sales; and return to the base work for
which we were founded and from which we have been distracted with the sulfide mining issues.

Education and Qutreach

We want to be more VISABLE and less ANTI! By nature of the Sulfide Mining Campaign, we have had to be opposed to the
Kennecott proposals. But we wish to firmly get back on track with our focus on our core values. We will be moving forward with all
those programs we have been talking about in the past months: Nature Mapping, Volunteer Water Monitoring Programs, Outreach in
Public Schools, etc.. We want to start having quarterly meetings in Marquette outlining these programs and goals. We want to
re-establish our past partnerships with key watershed council groups, nature groups and other Land Conservation groups in the area.

Water Quality

We will continue to bring focus to our work in obtaining water quality baseline data by developing an active Volunteer
Monitoring Program with scheduled outings and inviting community participation. We will utilize our new role as Yellow Dog River
Keeper to bring national focus to our watershed. We will capitalize on the expertise of our RiverKeeper - Chauncey Moran to develop a
sustainable water quality program for our next generations to participate in.

Executive Director

At my recommendation, the board has approved the decision to move Emily Whittaker forward to the staff role of Executive Director!
Emily has been with us the last 15 months or so, and has demonstrated her abilities in grant writing, program development, volunteer
recruiting, conservation easement planning and a slew of other initiatives she personally developed. She has been on the ground to all
our lands and has been part of our water quality monitoring program. She has an excellent understanding of our work on all fronts and
is absolutely committed to our organization. She is smart, energetic, well educated, and most importantly, a self-starter and a doer!!!
We could not do better if we scouted the seven seas.

So, not only do I look forward to her moving into the Executive Director position, I have fostered it for the last year or so. Bringing our
(excuse me, Emily) “young-uns” up to take our place is our job! and responsibility. Please extend your welcome to her as we all work
hard together to ‘Preserve the Yellow Dog Watershed in its most natural state for the use of the public, now, and for the benefit of future
generations.”

Now about me. [ will continue to work on the Sulfide Mining Campaign as we (YDWP) work with our partners - National Wildlife
Federation, Huron Mountain Club and Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, in the current litigation in its many fronts and facets. I will
continue to liaison with other coalition groups in the development of sound campaign/grassroots strategies. I will continue as I do now
BUT it is no longer important for me to be the Executive Director to get that work done. So, my thankfulness to all of you who have
been so supportive of our stand and worked so hard on this issue. I am not going anywhere and you will continue to hear from me!

We are a great group! We have done mighty things and look out future - we will do many more. Thank you for everything you have
done to keep us successful.
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L. Every day that Kennecott Eagle Minerals Company is delayed in getting their ‘go-
Sulﬁde Mln]ng Update ahead’ is another day for those of us opposing this metallic sulfide mine on the Yellow
Dog Plains. Our coaltion’s actions have delayed their process by at least two years and

By Cynthia Pryor, Executive Director g a ;
we are working on year three! Kennecott’s original schedule was to be in full

production by mid-2008. Based on the latest view of the timeline, Kennecott will not
only NOT be in production anytime soon, but getting all their permits is becoming increasingly difficult for them.

Events to Date

1. MDEQ Contested Cases

Contested Case litigation began April 2008 by the
National Wildlife Federation, Huron Mountain Club,
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community and the Yellow Environmental Bascline Studies
Dog Watershed Preserve (Petitioners) with the
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

Eagle Project
Conceptual Schedule

| 05 T 08 07 2008

Community Advisory Group

concerning the Kennecott Part 632 Mining Permit, Exploration, Infill and Geotechnical e

Groundwater Discharge Permit, Air Quality Permit. Drilling and Studies

(Transcripts at: www.yellowdogwatershed.org/mining/

miningcampaign,htm) Environmental Assessment, TR | E B

Prefeasibility Studies, Engineering,
Design, Permit Preparation and

e The Contested Cases filed against the State of Dcew
Michigan DEQ are still unresolved with no Surface Facility Construction, . L N NS
established time-line for the judge’s g:gglr::pi'mmion and Mine
recommendations or for DEQ review and final
decision on the permits. Production e
e The latest event was the filing of final briefs by the Aor 3004 Kennecott
Petitioners on October 15, 2008. . Minerals

2. Ingham County Circuit Court - Air Quality Permit, DNR Surface Lease
e  Oral argument was heard on September 25, 2008 in Ingham Circuit Court, Lansing on the Air Quality Permit before Judge Paula
Manderfield. We are awaiting her decision to reverse or affirm this permit based on the brief submitted earlier in the year.

e Briefs have been submitted for the litigating the DNR Surface Lease. We are awaiting Judge Manderfield’s scheduling and the
beginning of discovery that would depose DNR officials. This will be a full hearing with witnesses.

3. EPA Underground Injection Control Permit
The EPA has begun the process of evaluating the required Underground Injection Control Permit which regulates the mine waste
water discharged into the groundwater of the Yellow Dog Plains.

Timeline to date: February 2006: Kennecott Files Mining Application with DEQ

March 2006: EPA notifies Kennecott UIC Permit is required

March 2007: EPA decision requiring Kennecott to submit a UIC application

April 2007: EPA receives application from Kennecott

May 2007: EPA determines application complete

July 2007: Keweenaw Bay Indian Community requests consultation with EPA -Historic/Cultural Issues surrounding Eagle Rock
October 2007: EPA notifies other affected tribes looking for additional information

December 2007: EPA meets with KBIC officials and other Michigan tribes.

July 2008: EPA requests additional

information as part of technical We are here

evaluation. Kennecott must respond by
September 8 deadline - which they met
October 2008: EPA holds three
information meetings in Marquette

Receipt of UIC Completeness R Make Draft permit Announce draft

(10/22/08). Permit Application & Technical Evaluation infecmgi:r?:::;ld pag decision and Public

C Pe
Fall 2008: EPA expects to have a draft SRIMSIEESIeE

decision followed by a Public Hearing

Please go to our website under Current
Events for speaking points to develop - |
public comment to the EPA. e

A s Y Prepare responses to and distribute

mail and at public
hearing LI

response to comments
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4. U.S. Federal Threatened and Endangered Species Act - Coaster Brook Trout

The Huron Mountain Club and the Sierra Club filed for federal Endangered Species listing of the coaster brook trout, February 2006 with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. USFWS was petitioned again when listing deadlines past and the USFWS determined the coaster a
“species of concern” which may warrant listing. The original timeline scheduled the final listing decision was December 15, 2008 but

the USFWS has asked the petitioners for an extension into the spring (April) of 2009.

5. Un-permitted Kennecott Activity Curtailed

Kennecott had begun work on mining activities in the region which were not part of their permit:
e Electric Service to the Kennecott Site - the permit application calls for three diesel generators to provide power to the mine site.
Kennecott negotiated an $8.3 million deal with Alger Delta Electric Co-Op to upgrade electric service from Marquette up CR 550 to Big

Bay and then to run new service up the CR 510 and CR AAA to the proposed mine site.

e Southern Route for Transportation of Ore - Kennecott has been purchasing properties and right of ways to begin the development of
a new road straight south from the proposed mine site, crossing the Yellow Dog River and watershed, the Mulligan River and watershed,

the Dead River and watershed , and the Escanaba River and watershed.

e  Humboldt Mine Transformation to Kennecott Regional Processing Plant - Kennecott purchased the old Humboldt Mine previously
owned by Minerals Processing Corporation (now Aquila Mining Company in Menominee) to process the ores from the proposed Eagle

Mine.

YDWP petitioned the MDEQ and the MDNR to review these situations and provide regulatory oversight over these activities. The DEQ

determined:

e Kennecott would be required to file an amendment to the Part 632 Mine Permit for the new service from CR 510, CR AAA to the

proposed mine site.

e That any new haul roads from the proposed mine site would require an amendment to the permit.

e The Humboldt Processing Plant would require its own Part 632 mining application.

e The amendment requirements, if deemed “significant” by the MDEQ, would require the full permitting process along with a two

year Environmental Assessment, public meetings, hearings, and public comment.

7. Financial Crisis Dropping Rio Tinto Shares and Metal Prices

The global financial situation is and continues to impact discretionary metals and has slowed China

and India industrial expansion activities:
e Rio Tinto Stock has fallen from a high of $558/share to a current of $183/share.

e Continuted speculation about Rio Tinto buy-out keeps the company in a defensive posture

e  Metal prices for nickel and copper have dropped significantly

8. Kennecott Still Spending Millions
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e  Anticipated costs for the Humboldt Processing Plant is upwards of $80 million

CONCLUSION

From the beginning, we have been told by those who fought these mines in Wisconson: Delay, Delay, Delay and make them spend more

money than they ever wanted to. So far: Mission On Track. We will continue.

Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve 906-345-9223 P.O. Box 5, Big Bay, MI 49808
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Riverwalking June 08-Nov 08

By Chauncey Moran

It was a cold blustery day that Powell fire department met with Kennecott
Minerals Company to discuss the fire readiness for the upcoming spring wild  [§&8
fire season. After the meeting, I elected to continue with the spring monitoring [
of the spring headwaters of the East Branch of the Salmon-Trout River located
on the north rim of the Yellow Dog Plains. As I was leaving the group to head
north to the monitoring sites, it began to spit snow and sleet; not uncommon
for the 7™ of May in those parts. Moving rather quickly to get started, I began
with setting the parameters of the YSI meter before heading out to insure
accurate readings for that recording cycle. I went from spring to spring in that
particular zone. The YDWP has a data logger at that zone in which several
springs vent to the surface. After taking several readings of pH, conductance,
specific conductance, temperature, and photographing each site with the GPS
coordinates in the photo; the precipitation increased and the wind picked up blowing dead tree tops to the ground..

Since the conditions warranted and that zone of springs had been measured, I decided to exit up the nearest gorge to the truck. Traveling
along at my usual 3 mph with camera pack, meters, and separate camera bag, I began my climb up the gorge, the footing was very
tenuous as leaves covered tops of a 2 year old logging job as well as many rocks and small boulders. Without warning my left toe caught
the end of an old hard wood top and abruptly stopped my forward motion. My speed had outdone me this time, as I crashed to the rocks
and limbs buried below my intended path. The impact to my left knee cracked my patella and other rocks met my hands trying to break
the fall. In the downward twist my right shoulder struck a rock as my whole body went turtle on the down hill side. The physical pain
seemed small next to the foreboding future of not Riverwalking any time soon. My dog Lady helped drag me to the top of the hill and to
the safety of the vehicle. That was 6 months ago to the day that I am writing.

Although several months of data collection rates have changed (at the old rate of every day) we continue to maintain a daily presence in
the watersheds to raise the commitment in resource preservation/protection. Several folks have sacrificed their old recreation time for a

new recreation of monitoring with the ole Riverwalkerr, increasing their knowledge base, sharing new ideas, and inspiration that will
expand the monitoring process to surrounding local and regional watersheds.

June 2008 Area forest survey with MDNR
forester Gerry Mohlman of compartment
207 which covers the DNR lands around
the proposed Kennecott mining project.
Subsequent meetings in October and
November lead me to believe that our
concerns will be considered before any
scheduled cuts.

Kirtland’s warbler survey of YD Plains
lead by Nancy Moran identified another
singing male (see details on website).
Discussions regarding replanting of jack
pine plantation with special consideration
for density of trees to match suggested
habitat for future Kirtland’s warbler
nesting grounds.

Begin 20 CMI/DEQ surveys taking water
character measurements and recording
physical condition of sites. Kalil Zender,
Emily Whittaker, and Sarah Drury were
most appreciated in this effort. Sharing the
location and directions to sites were
accomplished.

Road Crossings and Culverts on the YD
River and Little Pup Creek were discussed
and visited numerous times with
stakeholders, DEQ, Longyear LLC,
LSWP, DNR fisheries, and Marquette

Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve

906-345-9223

Road Commission. Progress if any has been
quite slow......

—Mulligan Plains Bridge crossing
conversations were held with Plum Creek,
Don Henson, and land owners in the area
concerning rare and endangered plants in the
proposed areas for harvesting and potential
long term impacts on identified plant areas.

—Photographed Kennecott contract low flying

aircraft (below 500 ft of surface) within
questionable distances of occupied dwellings.
—Monitoring of spraying of defoliant in
nesting area of migratory birds on the Yellow
Dog Plains.

—Assisted Geri Larson from Lake Superior
Watershed Partnership in oversight with
culvert installation on East Branch of Salmon
Trout River crossing on the Northwest Road.
This site has been a troubled area for decades.
We believe this effort will prevent future wash
outs reduce sediment directly into the stream
from the roadway.

P.O. Box 5, Big Bay, MI 49808

July
-Attended wild rice symposium and fund

raiser for Cedar Tree Institute. Jon
Magnuson has been a staunch supporter of
this writer and the projects of the YDWP for
more than 10 years. We salute that
organization.

-Nature Mapping: YDWP hosted a seminar
held at Northern Michigan University to
discuss the progress of the Nature Mapping
proposal and inform the attendees of various
advantages of its implementation for
archival referencing of all ecological
attributes in specified areas of concern.
Following the seminar was a meeting with
Executive Director Cynthia Pryor, Karen
Dvornich Nature Mapping owner, Emily
Whittaker Project Coordinator, Bill O’
Boyle, and Chauncey Moran to discuss
details of implementation. Identification
shall include inventories of known regional
species of the smallest bug visible to the
largest tree. Basically everything that can be
identified. After site item identified then the
actual GPS coordinates of the item
identified will be recorded. Specific
physical attributes of the inventoried items
will be noted in the field notes as well a
confidence of identification from software
loaded into the hand held unit, similar to the
generic palm pilot with design features and

www.yellowdogwatershed.org 6



menus to accommodate the goal of the Bio-
blitz strategy. Identify the most threatened
area in a short time to establish specific base
line data to be used later for sustainable
resource use/protection. At this time we are
awaiting the development of software that is
tailored to our region. Our most humble
appreciation to Bill O’ Boyle for his
generous spirit in jump starting this project.
Stay tuned for future developments.
Workshop attendees were John Rebers,
Natasha Koss LSWP, Jon Magnuson, Emily
Whittaker, Bill O’ Boyle, Ron Sundell, Cam-
eron Feuss and Chauncey J Moran

August
--Protect the Earth Summit: Two days of

seminars, testimony from experts in their
field engaging folks about the physical,
cultural, spiritual, and emotional impacts of
sulfide mining long terms. Our humble
contribution was fresh water from the North
Rim headwater springs of the East Branch of
the Salmon-Trout River in which some
attendees partook of the offer to drink the
purest of unpolluted waters....a moment of
silence was observed for all waters...Special
thanks to Skip Jones for his emcee.

--Water sampling on North Rim for
continuing survey of water quality
monitoring of springs associated with
Salmon-Trout headwaters that would be
affected by any future mining activity in that
area.

--Review Longyear LLC logging operations
at headwaters of the Big Pup. Road building
and bridge crossing stream demonstrated
excellent commitment on the part of Mike
the road builder.

--Prayers at Eagle Rock with Margaret
Comfort

--Walking with Margaret Comfort from
Eagle Rock to Big Bay

--Removal of beaver dam on Northwest Road

that threatened the integrity of the road,

Photo of Jeremiah Moran by Chauncey
Moran

Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve

906-345-9223

possible washout if unchecked.

--Road building on Mulligan Plains and dam
building and plug replacement at Silver Lake
Basin

September
--Fire on Yellow Dog River by camper

dangers of unattended fires in outback

--Trip to North Rim springs of the Northwest
branch of the East Branch of the Salmon
Trout River to verify data logger operation in
readiness for sight inspection by government
officials.

--Begin 20 CMI/DEQ site water monitoring
with site YDR 1.00 with Emily Whittaker
--Photograph wild rice at Salmon-Trout
headwater for cultural site identification.....
--Monitoring of site ydr-5.0

--Monitoring of site ydr 6.0

--Monitoring of sites 7.0 and 8.0 John
Anderson

--Monitoring of sites 11 and 12 with Cory
Howes

--Monitoring of sites 13 and 14 with Emily
Whittaker with recon to Bob Lake for future
hike

--Monitoring of ydr 6.1 Lost Creek at CR
510 for nomination for 303D listing
--Monitoring of site 5.2 with Cory Howes
--ConservationFest with Marquette County
Conservation District and Emily Whittaker

with 5" grade classes from Marquette County

October

—Monitoring of sites 15 — 16 with John
Anderson

—Monitoring of 5.10 on CR 510 with maple
tree.

--Monitoring of Little Pup Site 5.30 with
sorting by Jeremiah and Nancy Moran
--Monitoring of site YDR-10 with Nancy and
Jeremiah Moran

--Monitoring of North Rim of Yellow Dog
Plains with water volume measurements and
EPA water sampling for lab analysis
--Concert and fundraiser at the library photos

& --EPA meeting and comment for UIC

--Attended UP Citizens advisory council
meeting nominated the current facilitator
--Powell school at the YD river and bug
collection

--Begin winter monitoring

--Monitoring site YDR-9.00 with Emily
Whittaker (section 22 landslides 1996) sorted
bugs at stream side in the rain.

--Monitoring sites YDR 15.0, Yellow Dog
Plains outlet, and YDR-16.0 Anderson Creek
outlet with Chris Lawler (adopted grandson)
sorted bugs at home after going to a wildfire
all night

P.O. Box 5, Big Bay, MI 49808

November

--Monitoring site YDR- 14.00, pine camps
bridge, sorting bugs at site. Prayer at Eagle
Rock

--Monitoring at sites YDR-10.00, Pinnacle
Falls Creek, and YDR-13.00, Bob Lake
Crossing with John Anderson sorting bugs
at sites. Lost giant water bug.
--Monitoring Huron River Watershed with
Dave Cella at Mi-Corp site 7.00 and
sorting bug in rain, snow, and sleet.
--Monitoring Huron River Watershed
Mi-Corps site 11 with Dave Cella and Geri
Larson at MI-Corps site 11, sorting bugs
with Marcy Cella at the Homestead on the
Ravine River

--Monitoring Huron River Watershed
Mi-Corps site 6 with Dave Cella; Offsite
sorting of invertebrates with Marcy Cella.
--Monitoring YDR-5.30 Little Pup Creek
with Jeremiah Moran, offsite sorting of
invertebrates with Nancy and Jeremiah
Moran.

--Monitoring of YDR-1.00, Jean Farwell
Bridge, and YDR-2.00, Old CR 550
bridge, with Emily Whittaker sorting of
invertebrates in the rain.

--Monitoring of YDR-8.00 ,section 13
ford, and YDR-6.00, Lost Creek outlet
with Kalil Zender sorting of invertebrates
on site in wind and rain..

So what if you monitored a bunch of site at
air temperatures below 35 and water
temperatures at 35-38 degrees with rain,
snow and sleet with a minimum of 3 hours
at each site evaluating water and stream
side character....The importance of a few
folks committed with a sincere dedication
to studying and recording river attributes
as they happen sets the stage for a
continuation of defendable principles of
maintaining clean water. Regulations by
far are not going change the attitudes and
behavior of folks interacting with any
watershed or wetland; it is going involve
life-long commitment of behavioral
attitudes that translate into action.
Consistent trumps sporadic. The three rules
of field work apply. Be truthful, integrity
counts; be confidential, integrity counts;
and “I don’t know” with a “yet” qualifier
demonstrates to the audience that you
intend to find out the answer, integrity
counts.

As the walking continues; your spiritual,
emotional, physical, and prayerful
encouragements are most effective...
Remain Hopeful and Faithful ....Rrr

www.yellowdogwatershed.org 7



Get with the Program!

Program Administrator’s Report

This will be my last Program Administrator’s Report. The next time you hear
from me, I will be YDWP’s new Executive Director. Although Cynthia’s shoes
. will be hard to fill, I know I have the drive to do what it takes to complete our

8 mission: to protect this place. That is my first and foremost goal.

8 There is so much to know about this watershed. Cynthia and Chauncey have
% been very gracious in sharing their acquired knowledge so that I can start

! ahcad of the game. So thank you Cynthia, Chauncey, and our Board, who have
52 all been very supportive.
To those of you who have not met me, I encourage you to give me a call! But
# for now, take a look at some of the initiatives I have been working on.

¢ River Network: Jill Ryan of Freshwater Future helped us acquire a $2000 grant to reorganize our fundraising strategies. I have been
working on a fundraising plan that details what we will do, who will do it, when, how much it will cost, and how much it would pay
off. The grant will assist specifically with three strategies to strengthen our funding. The three strategies are as follows:
1. Membership Renewal— From now on, we will be sending you a notice when your membership is up. In the past, we put your due
date on the back of our bi-annual newsletter. This will be easier to keep track of renewals. 2. New Member Acquisition— We will be
compiling a new member outreach packet. The grant will pay for printing and postage. 3. Securing Large Donations— We will be
researching different avenues to secure a number of large donations each year, in order to increase our base funding. We want to
thank the River Network and Freshwater Future for all of their help!

¢+ WATERKEEPER® Alliance: As of September, the Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve joined the WATERKEEPER® Alliance with
our new Yellow Dog Riverkeeper Program. After submitting a formal proposal and having it reviewed by their national Board,
including Robert Kennedy, Jr., the Alliance agreed that the work that we do exemplifies what a true steward of environment is.
Chauncey Moran is the Yellow Dog Riverkeeper and will continue to be the main contact regarding activities affecting the river. His
responsibilities include monitoring activity, reporting violations, seeking recourse, and spreading the word about how to keep the
river healthy.

¢ Land Conservation: I have recently begun working on several avenues of land conservation. Firstly, conservation easement work
has started along the river corridor in order to protect the fragile places that we all love. Easement work requires having a certain
degree of savvy, as there are many legal issues involved with the easement itself, but also taxes. So I have been studying up,
compiling outreach materials, making contacts, and moving forward on acquiring conservation easements. Secondly, I have been
assisting Cynthia with putting together offers for something called a Charitable Sale. This is a way to acquire land without going
broke! The landowner still receives payment but for a “charitable price”. And thirdly, work is still in the making for a protective
designation for the Yellow Dog River. I have been putting together funding sources, researching with volunteers, and putting the
pieces together to develop a campaign. Keep your eye out for any of our work. Also, if you are a land owner and are interested in
easements or charitable sales, give me a call at 906-345-9223.

¢ netCorps Technology Support Program: We recently received news that YDWP was one of 15 groups chosen nationwide to
participate in a Technology Support Program. This will entail working with netCorps to develop a technology plan, assess our needs,
and purchase hardware/software or pay for consulting. The total worth of the grant is estimated at $6500, including $2000 to go
toward implementing and purchasing our technology needs.

¢ Volunteers: Right now, YDWP has many volunteers helping out with projects ranging from research to computer assistance. Part of
my job is to intercept volunteers and to give them opportunities to help out using the knowledge base that they have. If you are
interested in volunteering, I can help! Call me at 906-345-9223. For a spotlight look at one of our volunteers, go to page 10.

¢ Events: This summer and fall was very busy with many events that the Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve sponsored. All in all, we
did four hikes, four workshops, one canoeing event, one benefit concert, and a beach clean up. Attendance was good and we had an
awesome time this summer. I look forward to the snowfall so we can get going with our winter activities. Check out page 10 for a list
of winter time fun. I strongly encourage our members to participate. This is one of the best and most enjoyable ways to stay
connected with the watershed.

¢ Website: [ am always working on the website as a process of keeping things up-to-date. We put the contested case transcripts and
EPA comment talking points as additions to the site. We are working on getting a discussion board and blog so keep watching!

Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve 906-345-9223 P.O. Box 5, Big Bay, MI 49808 www.yellowdogwatershed.org 8



Volunteer Shout Out

Kalil Zender

Ms. Zender is the daughter one our longest serving Board
Members, Jan Zender. Kalil has been a part of this organization from f .
the beginning, going on hikes with her parents and writing poetry for

the HOWL. She is now helping out in many other ways. Chauncey ;
and Kalil have been busy since last November doing water science [
and monitoring along the Yellow Dog River. Kalil is 17 and has a F g
knack for looking critically at the ecosystem she was raised in. If you
see Kalil, give her a big hug and say, “You Rock, Girl!”

e
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The Walk - Eagle
® Rock to the Mackinac Bridge and Beyond...

By Cynthia Pryor

Margaret Comfort - what a purposeful woman that absolutely will not sit by
and watch. She wanted to walk from Eagle Rock on the Yellow Dog Plains to the
Mackinac Bridge - and put her idea forward to groups opposing the Kennecott Eagle
Mine. W-e-1-1, all the way?! Yes, all the way. She is one of a handful of people
that I have known in my life - that absolutely walks their talk. Margaret, along with
a small cadre of companions walked just about every step from the Plains to and
across the Mighty Mac. The only steps she did not take - were due to a few short
miles of safety issues on the highways between here and there. I was one of the
companions and I can tell you that every day, she was up and at ‘em. We tented and
we walked. We laughed and we walked. We politicked and we walked. We
enjoyed the scenery and we walked. We braved the semis on Route 2 and we walked. We ate great food provided by others and we
walked. We talked to people along the way and we walked. We were joined by others along the way and we walked. We walked every
day but one in the two weeks between August 18™ and Labor Day weekend. Even on the one day off we built into the schedule -- she
walked.

Margaret lives near Chicago and knows this area because of her time going to school at Northern Michigan University studying to
be a Physicians Assistant. She practices with a Doctor of Oncology and understands the psychology of hope and the lack thereof. Today,
more than ever, she is talking to health practitioners all around the Great Lakes Region about this issue. Margaret Comfort will not take
NO for an answer and I am proud to have walked by her side and watched this woman in action. Margaret Comfort a champion of heart,
body and soul - she walks for all of us. Thank you Margaret.

y Chauncey Moran

Photo b

Photo by Chauncey Moran

Please join us on all of our fun excursions! For more details on events and workshops, check
Events our website at www.yellowdogwatershed.org or call 906-345-9223.

Hikes/Skiing Fundraisers Board Meetings Outreach and Workshops
e Wildlife Update: DNR
e  Cross Country Ski: 1/29 at e December 17 biologist will give update-
10am-Yellow Dog Plains e  Mardi Gras Bash: Feb- e January 21 January date/location TBA
e  Snowshoeing: 2/7 at 10am date and location TBA e February 18 ¢ Marquette Open House:
Near Bushy Creek Falls e  Water Festival: April- e March 18 March 19 at 6pm at the Peter
e  Back Country Ski: 3/14 at date and location TBA e April 15 White Public Library
10am-Big Pup Creek e May20 e  Maple Syrup Workshop: April
e  Spring Hike: 5/23 at 10am date and location TBA
Pinnacle Falls e Naturalist Drawing
Workshop: May 23 at 1 1am in
Meet at Cram’s in Big Bay for || We will keep you posted on All meetings are at the YDWP Big Bay
all events. Bring warm clothes, | | dates, times, and locations office at 6:00pm. Our office is e Kirtlands’ Warbler Survey:
food, and water. for our fundraising events. located at 303 Bensinger in Big June 6-16
Bay. Call to confirm.

Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve 906-345-9223 P.O. Box 5, Big Bay, MI 49808 www.yellowdogwatershed.org 9



Merchandise-These goodies make great Christmas presents! Add $5 to all merchandise orders for
shipping please. In ordering, please leave phone number in case we are out of stock of something!

= S

NEW ITEM!

-

W 8
ik

g U

Music YD T-Shirt Baseball Caps Postcards Watercolor Notecards
Yellow Dog Protect the River YDWP hats: $15 Package of 12 cards Lilies, dragonfly, turtle,
Recording Project: cotton short Circle your color. with all different feathers, and more.
$10 sleeve: $15 photos. Waterfalls, Pack of 10 different
@ $10= Circle your size. Dark Green, Navy, sunsets, river shots: cards with envelopes:
Orange, Denim, $5 $20
Greg Brown’s Yellow M, L, XL, XXL Black, Khaki
Dog CD: $15
@ $15= @9%$15= @ $15= @%$5= @ $20=
Donations and Membership
Funds Membership Levels Holiday Memberships

General Fund:
This helps support our administration, rent,
and supplies.

Sulfide Mining Campaign:
This supports our work to keep sulfide min-
ing out of the watershed.

Water Monitoring:
This supports our ongoing efforts to conduct
science and collect baseline data.

Land Conservation:
This supports saving the wild places!

Total Donations:

River Student:
Yearly renewal at $15

River Caretaker:

It’s so hard to think of a good gift for mom
and dad these days. The good news is, you
can give them a gift that makes everyone
happy. Give folks a holiday membership to
the Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve.

Yearly renewal at $25-$100

River Guardian:

This is for:

Their address:

5-year renewal at $150-$500

River Steward:

Their city/state/zip:

Lifetime membership at $1000+

Total Membership:

Amount I’ll contribute:

- SN

Check Out

Your Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone or Email:

Send this page and payment to: Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve
P.O.Box 5
Big Bay, M1 49808

Merchandise:

Shipping-Add $5 if ordering:

Donations:

Membership:

Gift Memberships:

Total:

Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve 906-345-9223

P.O. Box 5, Big Bay, MI 49808

www.yellowdogwatershed.org
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Budget vs. Actuals

The Big Picture

35000 By Emily Whittaker
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In order for this organization to run smoothly and efficiently, we need to keep a watchful eye on our funding
levels. We currently have six areas of income and they are as follows: General Fund (This include memberships,
donations, stocks, etc.), Land Fund (Donations earmarked for land conservation expenses), Mining Fund
(Donations earmarked for our sulfide mining campaign), Fundraising (This includes all merchandise and money
collected at fundraising events), Grants (All incoming monies received through grantseeking), and Interest (This
includes any interest earned on savings and stocks). If you look at the graph, you can see that we aimed to raise
$32,550 from April 1, 2008 to March 31, 2009. So far, we have raised $27,245. That leaves over $5000 to raise in
the next four months. Please be a part of this effort to keep our income more than our expenses. Think about
renewing your membership at a higher rate or adding a donation to your total contribution. This is a reasonable
goal with your help. Thank you for your help. The river appreciates it!

Yellow Dog’s Home

It has come to our attention that the building we have been using as our office for many years will be
up for sale next year. It has been a good little building for us and provided us with office space, a
meeting area, and a place to plant our roots. For now, we have secured the building for one more year
before it is put on the market. So that means we have one year to decide what we want to do. There
are several options such as purchasing the building, continuing to rent regardless of who buys it, or
looking for another location. We have some time to think about it but if you would like to share ideas
or opinions on our home, let us know. We want to hear from you.

New Memberships
We want to thank and recognize the following new contributors for their support. But we aren’t forgetting everyone else either. Thank
You to all of our members who are new or current.

Caretakers Caretakers Guardian
Heather & Paul Nayback Ann Baughman Norman (Buck)
Lori Rains Tommy & Zosie lacopetti Gotshcall
Karen & Rob Schmitt Kristi Judd

Sheila Schueller Kathleen & Kenneth Knight

Jay Scriba Stan Knight
Gustav Sculptor Jim & Sue Knoll John a% Sise
David Wagstaff Alec Lindsay & Kate Teeter y
Shannon Wyatt Christoph Magadanz

Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve

906-345-9223 P.O. Box 5, Big Bay, MI 49808

www.yellowdogwatershed.org 11



Support Your Local Businesses

Tree Ring, Inc.

Builders of Fene Homes
06-360-1359

Licensed and Insured

Specializing in Custom Woodwork and Log Homes

Breaskfast, Lunch, Dinner 8 Ciinks
Marguiettes' only
Matural Fagd Café
4 Semi private dining for groups up
Lo 24 gn Lha lgweer leval OR ranl,
the whole space for vaur Holiday
party an Man, or Tuz, 2vening!

Cpen Jam, Seven Davs ~ Five Nights, Wed-5un.
517 M. 2rd 5t. Mqt, MI (206) 225-7009
Smcke Free  sweelwalercale.org Child Friendhy

THE AREA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF

STERLING SILVER JEWELRY
' oILY
Art from ow

4 Local Avtisans
Gewstonie ]ewe(r;g
Handmade Clothing

And so wich wore!
201 S. Front St. Downtown Marquette 228-0518
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Superior ALTERATIONS
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Stuchio
o5 5530
118 L Soring SE
Marquette, Mf 49855
Ann RAuthoske

Mike Davis
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MUFFIN COMPANY
v 906.226.7744

223 West Washington
Marquette, Michigan 498ss5

WWW.BABYCAKESMUFFINCOMPANY.COM




Solmon Trout River Watershed Update
By the
Supericr Watershad Parthership

’ Durng 2007, the Superor Watershed Partnerzhip (SWF)
3| developed the Salimen Troot River Watershed Monagement Plan &
which wae then appreved by MDBET) and LS. EPA. The £00-page =
plan identifies existing and potertial threats to the wotershed ond includes the
prifmory recammendatien to prohibit all sulfide-based miming. The plan alza _
mclides a comprehensive field invantary and streom menitarieg dote. With the 500 ¢ 2 Gens apan
planin place, the 3WFE ond itg partrers entered o new phose of implemertation to snee 2001
protect and improve water quality end nquatic habitat in the Salman Trout River
and its tributories, Roodfstream crossings remoin the primaory source of
sedinentotion, cantributing hundreds of tons of sediment per year. Much of this
sediment is deposited in the lowar Zalmon Troeut River where it degrodes water
quelity and critical habitat for coaster breok traut.

s e instal «ud

water diversions ond zlear span bridges ond arch culverts thot allow fer o
natural stream bettoln at the crossing site. Jver the post decode, the SWF hos @
improved 14 poaodsstreatn crassings inzcludivg installation of 4 cleor spon bridges
and 2 aluminum arch culverts. Resteration plans for 2009 include replacetnent of
2 additignal failing crossing structures, stream bank restorotion projects in Cleor
Creek and Murphy's Creek, and contirued ewaluation of sediment looding and few cum aue arch culveet ralles suring
oguatic hobitat conditions in the lawer Salman Treut River. For more informotion Jore 2006 ot tac dertaces-err Rood
cortact éeri Larsen at (206) £28-00%8 or geri® superiorwotersheds.org, eragsiriy o vhe Bush grinch Solmar “Ita

Friviu®
Visit us on the web at www. superiorwatersheds . org. -

413 N. Third Street
Marquette, MI 49855
(906) 228-4444

aveTheWildUP.org

Our
Responsibility

Insert Pride Printing ad

55

Justin Savu

CIT ARSI
L3 HOLEE S

s roere 233 CR 550
e Marquette, Ml 43855

906-360-1288

ELACEZMITHING

A special thanks to all of the businesses who contributed
to this newsletter! If you are interested in advertising,
please contact Wendy at
ydwp@yellowdogwatershed.org

www. Marysclosetco.com




Superman with magic wand and shield Kirtland’s Warbler on the Plains
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